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STOP PRESS!! STOP PRESS!! STOP PRESS!! STOP PRESS!! STOP PRESS!!

Second auditions for Salt of the Earth play on Thursday 6th February at 8:00pm!!

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2020

Volunteers

We have struggled
filling Front of
House roles during
the last few plays.

We do provide
training for anyone
who wants to get involved.

Thanks to all who volunteer for roles …
and don’t forget to continue to sign up
on HERE..

For those who signed up for
newsletters and are yet to be

members, please do come down and
see the theatre for yourself.

Click the image for tickets on-line
or please remember to visit our

partner, Hollins of Marple.

Fancy joining the party?

We are reviewing our membership
fees and benefits. Will you work
with us in APRIL to do that?

The Exec Committee is keen for you to
be able to contribute to how we run the
Theatre, so if you have any ideas or
concerns you would like us to discuss
then please could you send them to
Martin Hancox at
secretary@carvertheatre.co.uk
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No, but please keep me
informed of anything coming
out of it
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No
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The dates of this year's Exec
meetings are: Wed 18 March 2020,
Wed 20 May 2020, Wed 15 July 2020,
Mon 21 Sep 2020.

Subs Payments should be
made to:
 
Bank: Barclays Bank Plc
Paid To: Carver Theatre
Sort Code: 20-82-13
Account #: 73695662

Chair's Blog

Welcome to our latest newsletter, and a big thank you to Alan for creating this
new dynamic appealing format.

Read on to find about more about the goings on around the theatre, new
members benefits and a lovely piece from Jenny Mason about her much loved
husband Steve, who was a very valued member.

Very recently I had the pleasure of witnessing how our wonderful ‘theatre family’
can pull together in difficult circumstances. As many of you know, on the
Thursday of the Panto run there was an interruption to the power supply to the
theatre meaning we had to abandon the show half way through scene 1. The
operation to inform the audience and co-ordinate the young members of the cast
to be collected early (as well as the stirling efforts of the stage team to try to get
us lit, right up to the moment we had to make the difficult decision to abandon)
was handled calmly and efficiently by all concerned. The most amazing thing then
happened. The cast and crew made the decision to give up their ‘day of rest’
following the panto run and perform on the Sunday afternoon for the audience
who had missed in on Thursday. In addition, lots of you volunteered to do extra
front of house duties and we were able to run the show. I am overwhelmed with
gratitude. That so many people showed such dedication to our audience and to
the Carver is very humbling. I can’t thank you enough. In the words of our recent
Panto director Jess… “You are awesome!”
 
All the best
Joanna

As a Member,
you and your
guests are now
entitled to Club

Prices on any drink after a
Carver Theatre Show in addition
to Club Nights on most
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Wednesdays. So if you like a
nice Gin and Tonic after the
show, please treat yourself.
Love our Theatre. Meet other
Members.

drinkaware.co.uk

Tim Lauder joins us and was part
of the awesome Panto 2020 band!

Fringe Theatre at the Carver...

GMDF One Act Play Festival
Fringe theatre at the Carver

Monday 1st – Saturday 6th June 2020

Carver Theatre has been chosen to host the 60th anniversary One Act Play
Festival organised by the Greater Manchester Drama Federation which is
the largest and longest running competitive One Act Play Festival in the
North West.

You will remember that “Sparrows”, the Carver Theatre’s entry in last year’s
festival, won a Certificate of Merit and the Outstanding Actress Award for
Denise Vaughan.  Production team are working on this year’s submission
and hoping to come up with another fantastic entry. The GMDF will
adjudicate.
 
Amateur theatre societies from all over Greater Manchester will be
performing up to 20 One Act plays at the Carver during the first week of
June. Evening sessions will start at 7.30 pm each night and will include up
to 3 different shows (these normally last up to 50 mins each). There will be a
2 pm show on Saturday 6th as well as an evening show in which the Carver
(as host) will perform.

As well as giving us a fantastic week of entertainment, this is a great
opportunity for the Carver to raise its profile, showcase the theatre and
promote our next season’s programme to a wider audience. Of course, your
help will be needed to make it a success.

https://www.drinkaware.co.uk/


Paying our Respects

Steve Mason 

Many of you will know Steve died just before Christmas. I want you to know how
much the Carver Theatre family meant to him. 

He joined the theatre in 1985, just after our daughter was born. I think it was
because he preferred set building to changing nappies! For over twenty years he
build sets, especially loving doing the panto sets and props. He served on the bar
committee, in the pre-internet days when all rotas were filled by ringing around
everyone, a long task at times. He sat on the finance committee, did front of
house duties, and even served teas at panto time as well doing many bar duties.
He loved his time being involved in the Carver, and it was a real blow to him
when he no longer had the strength to carry on being a part of it.

As those of you saw when you came to his funeral, his final tribute to the Carver
was to design his order of service as a theatre programme. As a family we would
like to thank the many Carver members who sent us cards, lovely letters and
came to his funeral too. It was so kind of you all. 

In Christie’s on his last night, Steve was attended by a nurse called 
Peter MacKernan, who turned out to be a Carver member! The last conversation
Steve heard just before he died was Peter and I talking about the Carver past
and present: I will forever be grateful for that.

I did Carver teas at the Panto last week, and hope to be involved myself once
again. 

To all members, from our family, a big thank you to you all .
Jenny Mason 

Please Get Involved

As a non acting member, how can I get to know people?
Every production needs a committed and energetic team behind the scenes and new
members are especially welcome. We're not all brilliant at remembering names and you
may have to repeat yours a few times but take the plunge, if you can use a paintbrush
or can make a cup of tea your face will fit in!  Becoming involved with set building,
props, lighting and helping create the visual and sound effects on which the Carver has
built its reputation is a great way to get to know people. Be part of the team and e-mail
Gerard at stage@carvertheatre.co.uk
 
Season Tickets make great gifts
Stuck for a birthday or anniversary gift? Encourage friends and family to consider a
Carver season ticket. Email boxoffice@carvertheatre.co.uk for details or contact Jane
Lennox to discuss on 07939 012634.
 
Poster sites, publicity ideas ...
Please do your best to promote Carver productions via your social media contacts and

mailto:stage@carvertheatre.co.uk
mailto:boxoffice@carvertheatre.co.uk


please send any ideas for improving our publicity and reach to Eden at her e-mail
publicity@carvertheatre.co.uk Print off out posters and share them with your friends
too!

Changes to Performances Next Season 2020/21

Historically, Saturday matinees and Monday evening performances have been the
least popular and most difficult to fill, so two seasons ago members were invited
to suggest possible alternatives.

Results of the survey showed that members preferred to make the first Saturday
performance an evening show, move the matinee to the second Saturday and
stage two performances on the last day of the run and drop the Monday evening
performance. These changes will be introduced from September 2020.

We are optimistic that our audiences will approve and confident that our actors
and stage crew will cope and thank you in advance for helping to implement the
transition.

The Carver helpers, ticket source and Hollins websites will be updated soon. We
look forward to full houses next season!

Please note, our promotion of season tickets as gifts for Valentines Day, Mothers
Day, Easter, birthdays etc. continues – please contact Jane Lennox on
boxoffice@carvertheatre.co.uk for availability!

Thank you for your support. Eden, from Publicity.

We love your feedback...

Panto 2020

Panto 2020, the Wonderful Wizard
of Oz, was a sell-out success! And
even when a show had to be
cancelled due to a power cut,
everyone on and off stage gave up
more time on a Sunday to re-host.
We are the Carver Family!

We know you loved the show

If you are interested in directing
the Panto 2021 please will you
drop Matt Kayes an email by 14th
February.

juniors@carvertheatre.co.uk
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Hazel Howard

Congratulations Jess , it was a

fabulous Panto �❤️

Julie Hgn

Eve had a fantastic time and is

already hoping to be in the

next panto! This is her third

and watching her confidence

grow from being a very quiet

and shy 9 Yr old to a confident

12 year old who stood on a box

and said her lines made me

very proud indeed. She has

made some lovely friends

along the way too. Thank you

to everyone involved x

Jane Wood It was a fantastic

show, Ben loved every minute

and being part of such a great

team. Thanks a lot Jess and all

the team that made it happen!

x

Sarah Brown Izzy has had

an absolute ball and we have

loved helping out backstage

and with hair. The kids have

been an absolute delight to

look after and the show was

amazing! Very proud to be

part of it xx

William Parnell Molly loved

every single minute and

watching all of the kids

together brought a tear to my

eye. They were such an

amazing inspirational bunch

of kids. All the adult cast and

crew were the best! So many

happy life changing memories

to last a lifetime! Lovely to

meet so many first class

people and Molly loved

building on and making so

many friends xxx

Nicola Chew Thank you Jess

Sanchez � ♀️ and team for

working so hard and providing

this fantastic opportunity.

Jacob has had a ball and can't

wait to do more �

Joanne Smith

Watching Erin and all of the

kids become such confident

performers has been a joy to

watch and I'm immensely

proud of all that Erin has

achieved. Erin has loved being

part of the cast and has made

lovely new friends too, as

have I. The show was

stunning and had such a feel

good factor that was evident

in the smiles on the kids faces

as they came off stage.

��
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And last but not least...

Front of House Training

Front of house training went well... a few new faces among the 20 that
came along which is always good to see. 

There will be another session in the summer...it's open for everyone to
come along to especially any newbies.

Don't forget you can sign up now 'til the end of the year for any duties
at www.carverhelpers.co.uk

If Working on the Bar

Members will now get members' rate drinks on a Wednesday night at
Club Nights and whilst there is a production on, members will get
members' rates after the show finishes.

Also, if any person works the bar or front of house on a night when the
theatre has been rented out (e.g. gangshow) then that person shall
also be entitled to a free drink after the function ends.

FOLLOW US
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