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Newsletter- May 2017  

Dear Carver Members 

So were are nearing the end of another successful season at the Carver, with 2 more 
events in store before we spend the Summer getting the theatre ready for the 
2017/18 season. I have just emerged from playing a mouthy pregnant Mancunian 
lass in Straight and Narrow and want to pass on a huge thank you to Sheryl and all 
the cast and crew who worked together to ensure the whole production not only 
ran smoothly, but also was great fun. In the final moments Sheryl juggled the roles 
of director and sound operator when injury meant a last minute ‘gap’ in the rota. 
Extra special thanks to Ann Wood –we would have liked not to have needed her 
excellent prompting skills, but it turned out our memories weren’t as good as we 
hoped! 
 
We have a new newsletter Editor (thanks Jess) this month –Welcome on board, and 
she welcomes contributions from all members. 
 
We have an exciting season in store next year and thanks to all who turned up to 
the New Season Launch event which was a huge success. The production 
committee have almost cast both of the first 2 plays, and auditions for 
Enlightenment and the Vicar of Dibley are listed in the ‘dates for your diary’. We 
will be welcoming Sally Jolley back as director of Vicar of Dibley, who last directed 
at the Carver in 2012 when we won the GMDF Drama Shield for Calendar Girls (a 
memorable play for many of us...). We also welcome one of the esteemed GMDF 
adjudicators, David Carlile who will be coming as a guest director for 
Enlightenment. This play is written by Shelagh Stephenson who wrote Memory of 
Water, a play we presented just over a decade ago. 
 
So, before we ‘wrap up the season’ we have 2 very important events. Ali Baba and 
the Bongo Bandits, presented by our Junior Section will be on stage on 23rd/24th 
June.  Our Juniors are the future of the theatre and deserve our support. Don’t 
forget your tickets and bring any youngsters you know for a great night out.  
 
The second event is our Open Day on 1st  July. We have had lots of volunteers to 
help on the day, so it should run smoothly. Please let all your friends and family 
know about the day so they can book a tour and find out more about what you get 
up to in your spare time. The tours are free and are ‘timed’ (just like the National  
Trust!) with bookings available via the Hollins or our website.  
 
We are grateful to Marple Girlguiding who will be providing refreshments on the 
day. 
Again a big thank you for your contribution to the smooth running of the theatre... 
and don’t forget to sign up for your ‘duties’ on www.carverhelpers.co.uk. 
 
All the best 
Joanna 
Carver Chair 
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Newsletter- May 2017  

And From Production…. 
Those who will have taken part in any of Abi Anderson’s successful and 
enjoyable weekend workshops at the Carver will be very pleased to know 
that Abi gave birth to a 10lb boy on 23rd  February, Alexander Josolyne. 
Sorry for the delay in letting everyone know, I missed it off the last 
newsletter. 
 
Thanks to everyone for their hard work in Straight and Narrow which went 
down well with our audiences. 
 
Production  are now getting organised for the 2017/18 season. 
Auditions have taken place and Albert Wrigglesworth’s Teeth directed by 
Rod Goddard with 15 parts has already been cast. 
 
We are holding auditions for Enlightenment by Shelagh Stephenson on 
Wednesday 14th  June. This will be directed by David Carlile who is new 
to us. David has been acting and directing amateur theatre productions 
for over 30 years.Originally at the Guild Theatre in Wilmslow, he has 
performed with many societies in the area. He has been a GMDF 
adjudicator for a the past 3 years  and is  adjudicating pantos and 
musicals during the coming season. His cv is on the GMDF website. 
 
The auditions for The Vicar of Dibley will take place on Tuesday 3rd    
October. This will be directed by Sally Jolley and we are delighted to see 
Sally back again. Most of you will remember her from her direction of the 
highly successful Calendar Girls in 2012 which won ‘Best Play’.If you are 
interested in taking part in any of these productions please try to attend 
the audition as it makes it makes it much easier for new directors to meet 
prospective cast members. 
 
 
Bernice Yates 

For Production  

Maz is leaving the Carver 
I've made the difficult decision to leave the Carver as a member - although I will try to come to 
productions.  I have just so much in my life that I need to simplify it, so some things have to go.  Over 
more than twenty years, since I brought my daughter Cathy to the panto audition and ended up with a 
part myself, I have done most jobs and enjoyed them all. The only tasks I've escaped are front of 
house and stage manager!    But I don't like being unable to play a full part in any organisation I'm 
involved in and recently I've even failed to do a bar duty or teas. 
I've been accepted and supported by Carver members when I came out as transgender and was 
really touched to be cast in a female part last year.  So this has nothing to do with my transition which 
has been smooth and rewarding.  But my life has changed in many ways since I lost Sally - and I 
have changed myself. 
 
I love seeing new members joining the Carver family and wish you all well.  Look for me in the 
audience! 
 
Matilda Simon 

 

 

A warm welcome to the 

following new members: 

Danielle Austin who is 

interested in acting, set building, 

lighting, sound, props, 

prompting, publicity, social 

events, bar, programmes and 

finance;  Mark Pitts who is 

interested in acting, set building 

and back stage work;  and finally 

to Daniel Quilliam who has 

been helping out with lighting 

and sound for some time. 

 
  

 

Beautiful Chair 

made by Matilda for 

Dave Davies 
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Questions from Front of House… 

Dear members 

Just wanted to ask a couple of question 

1)is anyone interested in buying polo shirts with the Carver 

Theatre logo on. 

2) does anyone have any objections of them being worn for  

a) bar work 

b) front of house duties 

c) general Carver social duties. 

The polo shirts look to be in the region of £15  

All replies to Jane Taylor at 

House@carvertheatre.co.uk. 

Thank you 

From Jane 

 

If you fancy a visit to Deepest Arabia and a Magic Carpet ride 
book your tickets and buckle your seat belts for a fast paced, 
laugh out loud, all singing and dancing summer pantomime, 
performed by the Junior members. 
Friday 23rd June and a matinee and evening on Saturday 
24th June. Tickets are just £4 each and can be purchased 
through the theatre's website on ticket source at-
 https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/carvertheatre   

 

Some lovely Comments from Facebook 

about our productions….. 

 

 

mailto:House@carvertheatre.co.uk
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/carvertheatre
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Boring but important stuff! 
Some changes have been made to procedures to make us Data Protection Act compliant.  

 Firstly, the signed application for membership forms will not be displayed on the notice board.   As you aware 

aware, applications must be displayed on the notice board for a  minimum of 14 days to comply with licensing 

requirements.    A list of applicants’ names will now appear with a date by which any objections to membership (if 

any) must be made to the Registrar (or if not available to the Chairman).  If no objections are received within the 

specified time, then membership will be confirmed. 

Secondly, the list of current members will no longer be displayed.   The list can be accessed via the Members Area 

of the theatre website at www.carvertheatre.co.uk .   If you have not already accessed this area, you will need to 

log in and create a password.  If you have any problems please contact Mike Strivens at 

treasurer@carvertheatre.co.uk . 

 

 
Carver Theatre Open Day 1st July 
Just a reminder that our Open Day will take place on 1st July, so please spread the word.   A huge thank-you to all 

those who have volunteered to help.  

If you know of anyone who may be interested in a peek behind the scenes, their tour will include an introduction 

with a potted history, wardrobe, make-up, back stage, lighting and sound and a rehearsal.  Refreshments will be 

available supplied by Marple Girlguiding. 

Although people can just turn up on the day, we would encourage pre-booking either on-line via our website, or 

via Hollins DIY.   

You will be contacted individually but please note we will have a dummy run on Wednesday, 28 June at 8.00pm. 

Pam Mainprize, Registrar 
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September 15-23 Albert Wrigglesworth’s Teeth written by Peter Gaskell. 

November 3-11 Journey’s End directed by Steve Stubbs. 

January 12-20 Panto - details to be circulated later 

February 2-10 Enlightenment directed by David Carlisle. 

May 11-19 Vicar of Dibley directed by Sally Jolley. 
 

 
 

The GMDF nominations have been announced and we have had two nominations… 

 

 
 

Huge Congratulations to Emily and Joe on their nominations. 

 

If you would like to see the full list of the GMDF nominations and information 

 on booking tickets for the award night,all the information is on the GMDF website 

http://new.gmdf.org/ 

 

 
 

 

http://new.gmdf.org/

