Newsletter- September 2017
DATES
FOR YOUR
DIARY

Dear Carver Members
So another Season kicks off this month with a comedy written by one of our
members, Pete Gaskell. It has a huge cast and so must have been a challenge
to co-ordinate holidays and I’m really looking forward to seeing it – I’m hearing
how very funny it is.
Though the production side of the Carver has been quiet since June, thanks are
owed to all who have been sorting out those ‘between season’ jobs that keep
the building maintained.

AGM:
Wed 27th
Sept
@8pm

It was such a pleasure to have been involved with running our Open Day on the
1st July. We welcomed 49 guests who had the opportunity to experience the
different aspects of running the theatre, in addition to watching a ‘mock
rehearsal’ and hearing a potted history of the Carver. We were especially thrilled
to welcome some people who had participated in pantomines as youngsters in
the 1960s, plus a patron who has only missed 2 productions (due to ill health)
since 1979 – quite a feat.
As ever we need your support this season to help out at productions so please
make sure you volunteer for a role at least a couple of times this season –and
more if you can. There are plenty of jobs that need doing, from making tea, to
bar and front of house duty, as well as roles in the lighting box, props and
prompt etc. If you’ve never done the job before, just shout out and someone will
show you the ropes (so to speak). We can’t run the theatre without you.
The AGM this year is on Wednesday 27th September at 8pm. Please come if
you can as it is our time to look over the past year and plan for the future. We
will be voting for new local good causes to support with our raffle money at the
end of the meeting and I will soon be emailing out the Survey that will allow you
to nominate a local cause close to your heart.

All the best and see you at the AGM, if not before.
Joanna
Carver Chair

New Season
PRODUCTION
Dates at the
bottom of the
Newsletter
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Anyone for Tea?
Do you like a hot drink during the interval of a play? Many of our audience do
and we need Carver members to help with this important part of the enjoyable
experience when visiting our lovely theatre.
You can use the online booking system at www.carverhelpers.co.uk to volunteer
or if you are not certain how to use that, Caroline is at most club nights on a
Wednesday after 9.30 and she will book you on.
We now have volunteers who will make sure there are 3 people to help serve
drinks and ice creams for most nights. We need someone to take on finding
volunteers for every Thursday, second Friday and last Saturday of each play. If
you feel this is something you could do please contact Caroline
Calverley caroline@alexanderdigital.co.uk
For anyone who has never done refreshments please contact Caroline and she
will book you on a night when there will be an experienced person to show you
what is needed. It's not difficult and takes from 7.30 - 9.30pm during an evening
performance or 2.30 - 4.00 pm on a Matinee.
And most importantly of all this job can be done by anyone male or female so
why not come along and be part of the team - refreshments needs you.

A warm welcome to the
following new members:
Martin Francis who is interested in
set building and stage work, lighting
and sound, FOH, bar, teas, ticketing
and programme editing

Carver Juniors: Theatre in the Community
The Carver Juniors gave up their own time in the summer holidays to go and
perform at 'Holiday at home'. It is based at all Saints church for the elderly who
can't get away and they have a different destination each year. This year was
Blackpool so the children did renditions of songs from 'Ali Baba and the Bongo
Bandits' and some dialogue too. The audiences favourite joke being the Sultan
asking the Grand Visier for no 'wrinkly things on sticks!' At his birthday party - no
not sausages 'old people!!' A great time was had by all.

Lesley Currie who has joined to
help with the Junior section and is
happy to help with FOH.

Welcome to the Carver
theatre Family!

Thanks,
Victoria Kayes

Please send any contributions for the next newsletter to newsletter@carvertheatre.co.uk

Carver Theatre Open Day

Our Open Day on 1st July was a huge success. A total of 49 people attended and everyone who came was
impressed by our friendliness and professionalism.
The tour format worked well with Heather and Joanna giving visitors a welcome in the library with a potted history
of the theatre. Lots of wonderful old photographs were on display with some projected on the wall to enhance
the talk. Likewise old photograph albums and minute books were displayed for the public to browse through
while waiting for their tours to begin.
Our wonderful guides (Rod and Freda, Helen and Alan, Margaret, Ann and Richard) then took our visitors to the
auditorium where Gary gave an interesting and informative talk on the use of lighting ably demonstrated by Nick.
This was followed by Matt and Chris showing everyone around the stage area. Some people were surprised at
how little of the audience the cast can see from the stage with the lighting full on!
Sandra and Bea gave wonderful make-up demonstrations, including burns, while Sandra explained all about what
is required. We were fortunate that some of our juniors kindly offered to be models for the day and Bea brought
some of her friends along.
This was followed by a walk-through of the wardrobe department explained by Hazel and Carol, who had dug out
some wonderful old costumes.
The tour ended with an insight into a rehearsal led by Kate and brilliantly acted out by Steve and Kirsty.
Most visitors chose to support the Guides by purchasing refreshments from them in the bar. The Guides made a
£40 profit.
Our visitors left with a souvenir brochure put together by Caroline and David.
A huge thank-you once again to everyone who was involved, both on the day and behind the scenes, including our
junior members who handed out flyers at the carnival.
There is much enthusiasm to repeat the experience. I am collating ideas as to how we can improve the next one
and would be pleased to hear from anyone who has suggestions. Many thanks to those of you who have already
submitted your ideas.
Pam Mainprize
Registrar
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Front of house
it's time to fill the rota for the next play at….
www.carverhelpers.co.uk.
Also each night there are 2 people doing front of
house duties. One of those people per night needs to
sit in the auditorium on the alloted seat at the top of
the stairs. This is for if anyone takes ill in the
auditorium and to ask people to turn mobile phones or
other devices off during the performance. This also
brings us in line with the other theatres in the
Manchester area.
Any queries I will be pleased to answer.
Thank you
From Jane Taylor

PANTO: Snow White & The Seven Dwarfs
Snow White and the seven dwarfs panto
auditions are on Sunday 24th September in
the large hall upstairs in the Methodist
Church. The Juniors only are 1pm and
Principles are 3pm
Vicar Of Dibley
Tuesday 3rd October

It has come to our attention that some
people still hold old lists of members and
their contact details. Some of those
members will have now left and we are
therefore unable to retain their details. If
this applies to you, please will you shred or
destroy your lists securely.

September 15-23 Albert Wrigglesworth’s Teeth written by
Peter Gaskell.
November 3-11 Journey’s End directed by Steve Stubbs.
January 12-20 Panto - details to be circulated later
February 2-10 Enlightenment directed by David Carlisle.
May 11-19 Vicar of Dibley directed by Sally Jolley.
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