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Newsletter- October 2017  

As I have just been appointed your chair for a second year at the AGM, I thought it might be a good idea 

to share my Chair’s report as my newsletter piece this time, for those of you who couldn’t make it to the 

AGM.  

 

A year has past since I stood in front of you with the tale of my involvement with this theatre, which started back in 

1979, and to let you know how proud I felt to be the Chair of such a vibrant community theatre.  

Well, I’m either a glutton for punishment, or I might actually be enjoying myself, as here I am for another year.  

Later this evening you will hear reports from Mike our Treasurer and Pam our Registrar, though this will be read 

this evening by Martin as Pam is currently on a well-deserved holiday. Their reports are really good and will 

remind all you long-standing members, and help to inform any new members of the complex structures that work 

in the background to ensure the survival of the theatre. We need both a secure financial foundation and an active 

membership to keep the show on the road for another 111 years at least.  

I see my report as a means to remind us all of the important job we do and role we play in the Marple community, 

something we were made all the more aware of when we spoke with our patrons who came to the open day in July.  

When trying to decide what to talk about this evening, I decided to have a long hard think about theatre and why it 

plays such a prominent role in my life. Specifically what is the point of theatre. After a glass of wine and some help 

from Google I came up with: 

 

Theatre brings people together. For a performance to happen, anywhere from a hundred to a thousand people 

need to gather in one place for a couple of hours, and share together in an event that may be beautiful, funny, 

moving, thought-provoking, or hopefully at least diverting 

Theatre builds our skills for listening to different sides of a conversation or argument, and empathizing with the 

struggles of our fellow human beings whatever their views may be. 

Theatre influences the way we think and feel about our own lives  and encourages us to take a hard look at 

ourselves, our values, and our behaviour.  

And finally,  

Theatre does no harm. While we're engaged in making or attending theatre, we are not engaged in war, 

persecution, crime, pornography, or any of the social or personal vices we could be engaged in instead. For this 

reason alone, the more time and energy we as a society devote to theatre, the better off we will be.  

In addition to all these reasons, the very satisfaction of pulling a production together, despite the challenges, and 

providing local entertainment in such a lovely environment should make us all feel proud.  

But as we all know, a successful season doesn’t happen by accident, and I have  lots of thank yous to make tonight. 

 
 
 
(Continued …) 
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The biggest thank yous are owed to this year’s executive committee who have worked tirelessly and been a huge support to me. 

Mike is incredibly skilled at ensuring the theatre has financial stability as well as maki ng sure our claims are paid, often within 

30 seconds of clicking ’send’ on the claim email. Pam’s has succeeded in nuturing the membership and encouraging new people 

to get involved wherever they feel able as well as gently extracting our subs and driving forward the redecoration of the public 

loos this season. Martin has quickly become my right hand man, and his organisational skills and wise words have become 

indispensible, so I was delighted when he agreed to continue as secretary this year. Geoff is als o a great source of wisdom as 

our President. 

Mike Coleman has done a sterling job stocking and running the bar with help from Caroline, Jane and David who have also had 

roles in making sure the Front of House runs smoothly including organising rotas and ic e cream stock, liaising with the 

cleaners amongst many other jobs. 

Publicising the theatre is a complex job –with so many playing key roles. Jane and Phil are the Queen and King of tickets and 

box office, Gerard provides expert advice when Mike or I get unstuck with the website software, David produces our high 

quality programmes and Adam has continued to be our poster designer (without too much nagging from his mum). This year 

we welcome the involvement of several new people on the publicity front, Eden and Margaret who joined us in a session 

learning how to put productions onto ticketsource, Jess who took over from Paula as Newsletter editor and Mike and Heather 

Baguley who are providing the foyer photographs.  

I also thank Sid for his keeping our audience cars safe on play nights, Stan for navigating the world of insurance and Jane 

Martin for supporting our juniors through the bureaucratic world of performance licensing and DBS checks.  

In addition to all the people mentioned are all you members who act, direct, choreograph, play music, build sets, find props, 

prompt lines, look after front of house, make tea, sell booze, operate lights and sound, stage manage, choose plays, put up 

posters in local shops, paste posters to the side of the theatre, meet with the council about developing the building , run junior 

workshops etc etc. You know who you are, and you all deserve a round of applause.  

Just writing all this made me exhausted. What we do here, with a band of volunteers, is incredible. And it is only possib le 

because of you lot. And as they say at Tescos… every little helps. So if you know you could give a little more of your time, to save 

someone else having to step in, then please do… you would be so welcome.  

I have left some people out of my thank yous so far. And although it is probably bad practice to single anyone out, I have very 

special thanks for these people. The first is Phil, who is always there to sort out a problem (no matter what it may be) at the 

drop of a hat.  I don’t know what we would all do without you. Secondly, Bernice, who manages to maintain our creative 

integrity despite many sleepless nights ensuring we have excellent casts and directors –without whom there would be no 

theatre. The final thank you doesn’t just come from me though. It comes from some people who don’t generally come to the 

AGM, and so I am going to now show you all a short video. So here’s to a great future for the Carver… and enjoy the film.  

The film can be found on youtube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v =DJDvyi7kPEc&feature=em-share_video_user  

Thanks to all who braved the rain to show up to the AGM and huge thanks to Caroline for providing the delicious 

supper (especially the manchego cheese – my favourite). 

All the best to all, 

Joanna 

Carver Theatre Chair 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJDvyi7kPEc&feature=em-share_video_user
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What a wonderful reception Albert Wrigglesworth 

Teeth got from Carver audiences. It was typical 
Northern humour written by one of our members 
Peter Gaskell who played Harold, one of the lead 

actors. Congratulations to all the cast and everyone 
involved as the comments were richly deserved 

 

Our next production Journeys End commemorates 
the Anniversary of the end of World War 1 and is our 
homage to the bravery and resilience of the soldiers 

who took part. It will be an emotional journey so 
tissues at the ready 

 

This production, like Albert Wrigglesworth Teeth has a 
large cast so a big thank you to Bernice Yates for 

getting these actors together which I know has taken 

hours of telephoning and personal persuasion. Well 
done Bernice 

 

We have had a good start to our new Season and 
know the next productions won't disappoint  

 

Production Committee 

 
 

November 3-11 Journey’s End directed by Steve Stubbs. 

January 12-20 Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 

February 2-10 Enlightenment directed by David Carlisle. 

May 11-19 Vicar of Dibley directed by Sally Jolley. 

 

Front of house 

it's time to fill the rota for the next play at…. 

www.carverhelpers.co.uk. 

Also each night there are 2 people doing front of 

house duties. One of those people per night needs to 

sit in the auditorium on the alloted seat at the top of 

the stairs. This is for if anyone takes ill in the 

auditorium and to ask people to turn mobile phones or 

other devices off during the performance.  This also 

brings us in line with the other theatres in the 

Manchester area.   

Any queries I will be pleased to answer.  

Thank you 

From Jane Taylor 

 

http://www.carverhelpers.co.uk/
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And Finally, a word from our Anonymous sponsor this month….. 

Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense, who has been with 

us for many years. No one knows for sure how old he was, since his birth records were 

long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape. 

He will be remembered as having cultivated such valuable lessons as knowing when to 

come in out of the rain, why the early bird gets the worm, life isn't always fair, and 

maybe it was my fault. Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don't 

spend more than you earn) and reliable parenting (adults, not children, are in charge). 
His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well-intentioned, but overbearing, 

regulations were set in place. 

Reports of a six-year-old boy charged with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate, 
teenagers suspended from school for using mouthwash after lunch and a teacher fired 

for reprimanding an unruly student, only worsened his condition. Common Sense lost 

ground when parents attacked teachers for doing the job they had themselves failed to 

do in disciplining their unruly children. It declined even further when schools were 

required to get parental consent to administer paracetamol, sun lotion or plaster to a 
pupil, but could not inform the parents when a pupil became pregnant and wanted to 

have an abortion. 

Common Sense lost the will to live as the Ten Commandments became contraband, 
churches became businesses and criminals received better treatment than their victims. 

Common Sense took a beating when you couldn't defend yourself from a burglar in your 

own home, but the burglar could sue you for assault because you protected yourself and 

your own. 

Common Sense finally gave up the will to live after a woman failed to realise that a 

steaming cup of coffee was hot. She spilled a little in her lap and was promptly awarded 

a huge settlement. 

Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents, Truth and Trust, his wife, 

Discretion, his daughter, Responsibility and his son, Reason. He is survived by three 

stepbrothers; I Know My Rights, Someone Else is to Blame, and I'm A Victim. Not many 
attended his funeral because so few realised that he was gone. 

If you still remember him, pass this on. If not, join the majority and do nothing. 

 


