
Favourite Quote  

“Top notch acting last night, the suspense created 

was incredible: you could have heard a pin drop at 

times...” about our last play Gaslight   

                -Kathryn Andrew 

In this issue: 

• Member evenings 

• New members  

• Chairperson’s blog  

• Feedback on Gaslight 

• Introducing Harvey 

• Marple Gang Show 

• RADA Production Courses 

• New Season Launch 

•Greater Manchester Drama 

New Format for Newsletter 
We have taken the opportunity to upgrade our newsletter to a 

more easily readable format. Don’t worry if you have no e-mail 

address: we will still print a small number for those long 

standing and valued members too. If you like it let us know. 
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Federation 

SPECIAL CARVER MEMBER EVENINGS! 
2019 members nights began in style with the Luvvies and then an evening with Shirley & Bernice. 

 

The Luvvies have also organised an open Mic night on 19/06/2019. All Carver members most welcome.  

They also have gigs at Cafelito, opposite Stockport train station each month. Perhaps you would like to join 

them on 12/07/2019 after the Junior Show. There will be drinks and food for us to have there too! If you can 

email me back so I know rough numbers please (Jane : house@carvertheatre.co.uk). 

 

We need your help and ideas for future evenings.  Please can you let Jane or Caroline know in person, 

reply on Facebook or Caroline on  

                   social@.carvertheatre.co.uk 

If anyone is interested in non acting roles for specific plays that they should contact the rele-

vant department co-ordinator via the appropriate co-ordinator email address, which can be 

found on the Carver Member site or on the notice boards 

 

 

A warm Carver welcome is extended to our newest member: 

Lynton Parmar-Hemsley who has appeared on the 

Carver stage and is now editing the programmes for all 

our productions.   You may all remember his wonderful 

artwork on the cover of the panto programme! 
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To all Carver Theatre members 

 

Has Spring finally Sprung? I do hope so. The daffodils are out, and we can finally see some blossom on 

the trees, with a promise of warmer days ahead. The recent production of gaslight had a VERY warm 

reception from our audiences, with many comments about the professionalism of the acting and produc-

tion. Well done to all. 

 

We’re more than half way through our season now, and by the time this newsletter is out I’m hoping 

many of you will have attended the New Season launch and will be looking forward to taking an active 

role in the 2019/20 productions. But before we get excited about next year, we still have some remaining 

activities to get involved in. The cast and crew of Harvey are working hard to be ready to perform in 

May, and its great to welcome back David Carlisle as director after the success of Enlightenment last 

season. 

 

In June, the Carver will be entering the GMDF One act play festival for the first time in years. It is to be 

held at CHADS in Cheadle Hulme and we will let you all know which night we will be performing so you 

can come along and support us if you are free. This is in preparation for us hosting the festival in June 

2020, so we will be welcoming societies from across Greater Manchester to perform on our stage. 

 

On 5-6th July our Junior section will be performing their summer show ‘Porridge’ (nothing to do with the 

TV show of the same name: based on the story of Goldilocks.) Book now, and bring your children, 

grandchildren, nephews and nieces. 

 

The executive committee would very much like you to SAVE THE DATE for an Extraordinary General 

Meeting we will be holding for all members on Wednesday 26th June at 8pm. The meeting is to provide 

our whole membership with feedback from all the work that has been going on ‘behind the scenes’ to 

explore the possibility of developing a new theatre building. We are ready now to share some infor-

mation and to make some decisions about how to proceed. The decisions made will depend entirely on 

the views and commitment of our members, so a good turnout is essential. 

 

The exec committee is keen for you to be involved as you feel able in the decision-making behind the 

scenes, so if you have any ideas you would like the exec to discuss then please could you email it to 

secretary@carvertheatre.co.uk, ideally a couple of weeks prior to the meeting dates. Our next Exec 

meetings are:  22nd May & 17th July. The AGM will be held on Wednesday 25th September and is open 

to all members. 

 

Again, thanks to all of you who volunteer for roles both in preparation for our productions and during the 

run…and don’t forget to continue to sign up on carverhelpers.co.uk. 

 

That’s all for now 

 

Joanna 

Carver Chair 



 
Some of the Fantastic Passion, Re-

views and Comments on Facebook 

for our Theatre 
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As one show finishes, work begins on the 

next… 

Set build on Harvey will begin as soon as 

Gang Show ends. Possibly on the evening of 

April Fool’s Day but please don’t let that put 

you off! Bring your skills, enthusiasm, 

strength and humour to help create the next set.  The cast are already in rehearsal 

and will be anxious to get their moves perfected on stage as soon as they can. Act-

ing may not be your main interest or forte but there are plenty of other opportunities 

to become involved. 

 

As well as set construction, crafting, painting etc., training will be available on the 

sound system, lighting rig and stage management for anyone who has the time, 

commitment and interest in joining the team which works back stage during the run.  

Most of the “old hands” admit to having started as innocent apprentices and learn-

ing informally from others whilst working on the job. There are many opportunities to 

learn stage craft at the Carver so don’t hold back if you’re interested.  Phil Kiernan 

will be very pleased to answer any questions and explain what goes on behind the 

scenes!!!  If you don’t manage to speak to him at the new season launch on April 

3rd, email stage@carvertheatre.co.uk 

 

Don’t wait to be asked – the Carver theatre is a members’ Club in which eve-

ryone has a part to play. 

Harvey 
Mary Chase 

10th-18th May 2019 

Matinee Sat 11th 

Harvey is the story of a perfect gentle-
man, Elwood P. Dowd, and his best 
friend, Harvey - a six-foot tall, invisible rabbit. 
When Elwood begins introducing Harvey 
around town, his embarrassed sister, Veta 
Louise and her daughter, Myrtle Mae, deter-
mine to commit Elwood to a sanatorium. A 
mistake is made, however, and Veta is com-
mitted rather than Elwood!  

This amateur production is presented by 
special arrangement with Josef  Weinberger 
Limited. 
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MARPLE GANG SHOW 2019! 
 
Hello Everyone! 
 
The Gang Show (and in particular Jess Sanchez and Steve Spreckley) would 

like to thank the Carver for their support this year. The support offered by the 

theatre goes such a long way to making it a success. Huge thanks to Dr Mike Strivens who 

gave us a lot of his time and help.  

 

We had a very successful run and now all need to sleep in a darkened room 

for a few days.  

See you next year!  

The Gang X 

RADA Production Courses 
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On Wednesday 3rd April we had the New Season Launch! 

After only just recovering from the exhilarating success of Gaslight, the Production Team 

had been working tirelessly on the programme for next year! In a packed bar and library 

we listened to each designated Director outline their ideas of characters and performers sought and gave us a 

synopsis of the plot and snippets from each.  

In a change to the usual run of plays, the season will open with two one act plays. The first, Sparrows by 

Charles Mander is already cast as it will be performed at the GMDF One Act Play Festival in Cheadle Hulme in 

June, and also at the Partington One Act Play Festival a month later. The second one act play is The Upstairs 

Cuckoo, a comedy requiring 2 male and 2 female characters – a daughter, a mother, the mother’s estranged 

husband and her new boyfriend. This will be directed by Pauline Rowe. 

The second production will be the J B Priestley classic When we are Married, directed by Rod Goddard. This is 

a period comedy requiring a large mixed cast – a great opportunity to get involved for the first time if you have-

n’t been onstage before but fancy ‘having a go’. It is set in the sitting room of Alderman Helliwell’s house in 

Clecklewyke – somewhere in the North of England. Three couples congratulate themselves on their success in 

life as pillars of the community – until something is revealed which turns their self-righteousness upside down. 

In March we will be presenting Veronica’s Room by Ira Levin – probably better known for Rosemary’s Baby. 

This is a dark psychological thriller with a dramatic finale. 2 couples are required for this, one younger one old-

er. The younger female is persuaded by the older couple to impersonate Veronica for the benefit of her grieving 

older sister – or is she? The director for this is not yet confirmed – an opportunity for you perhaps? 

The final play for the coming season is Salt of the Earth by John Godber. For this play we return ‘up North’, this 

time to follow the fortunes of a mining community from 1947 to the present day. Both humorous and touching, 

this play requires another large cast although there is some flexibility around the age and sex of some charac-

ters. The setting of the play will also be fluid as it moves from an underground mineshaft to overground loca-

tions and from the past to the present. This play will be directed by David Carlisle. Again, lots of opportunities  

to take a first step on stage, to rekindle the acting bug or to keep your hand in without having to learn too many 

lines. 

If you are interested in playing a role in any of these plays, please contact the Production Committee on pro-
duction@carvertheatre.co.uk: we’d love to hear from you! Watch out too for dates of the play readings which 
are used to cast the plays. 
 
Dates for the plays are as follows: 

13th - 21st September - 2 One act plays 

8th - 16th November - When we are married 

28th Feb - 7th March 2020 - Veronica’s Room 

8th - 16th May 2020 - Salt of the Earth 

Spreading the word and increasing our reach ... 



Newsletter- March 2019 – Late Edition 

Greater Manchester Drama Federation 
 
The GMDF One Act Play Festival is the première One Act Festival in the North West and this year will be held 

3rd-8th June at the Players Theatre, Anfield Road, Cheadle Hulme, Stockport. SK8 5EX. 

 

This is an open Festival, membership of GMDF is not a requirement, and GMDF welcomes all applications. 

Further details http://new.gmdf.org/one-act-festival/2019-gmdf-one-act-play-festival/ 

 

The event yields a tremendous week’s theatre with a great array of awards across two youth sections, an 

adult section and an original play section. In addition to the Festival awards, the Board of The Federation pre-

sent three awards each year at the awards night and we have been asked to submit nominations.  

The Board Awards are in recognition of work which affects the amateur theatre movement as a whole. The 

criteria for the 3 awards are: 

 

ATHENAEUM ROSE BOWL – for outstanding contribution to drama in amateur theatre by a SOCIETY. 

LAURENCE ROBERTS TROPHY – for outstanding personal contribution to the amateur theatre movement. 

MURIEL GOODWIN TROPHY – for outstanding contribution to the development and encouragement of 

young people in all aspects of amateur theatre. 

 

Please send your nominations to Sue Mooney: sue@gmdf.org soon as possible before 8th May 2019. 

Please note, these awards are (a) not covered by any of the Adjudicator’s awards in the Festival and (b) do 

not fall into the category of Societies own annual awards. 

Tickets make great gifts…  

Now is the perfect time to reserve your favourite seats for every production next season from as little as £20 (First 
Friday) email boxoffice@carvertheatre.co.uk 

mailto:boxoffice@carvertheatre.co.uk
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